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 Trees, Water, & People (TWP), the Honduran Association for 
Development (AHDESA), and the Aprovecho Research Center are 
introducing safer and more environmentally-friendly cook stoves for the 
people of  Honduras. 
 Our Justa stove burns an average of  70% less ! rewood compared to 
the traditional stoves still used by more than 700,000 Honduran families. 
The Justa also removes toxic smoke from the kitchen, saving the health of  
women and small children who spend the most time in the kitchen. 
 These bene! ts have made our 
Justa stoves very popular with families 
in Honduras. By the end of  2005, 
we had built a total of  5,000 Justa 
stoves in rural and urban areas. 
After the project won the Ashden 
Award for Sustainable Energy in 
2005, receiving extensive publicity in 
Honduras, our local partner AH-
DESA has garnered well-deserved 
recognition as the leading institu-
tion working on forest-saving stoves 
in Honduras. 
 As a result, TWP and AHDE-
SA are partnering with more donor agencies and are building more than 
3,000 Justa stoves in 2006 alone. The Finnish Aid Agency (FINNIDA) 
purchased 700 Justa stoves through our Micro-Enterprise stove project 
(funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency) that 
are being built for families in the Amarateca valley in central Honduras. 

These 700 families received emergency housing after Hurricane Mitch 
destroyed their homes in Tegucigalpa in 1998. Their new kitchens were built 
with electric or gas stoves, so that the residents would not need to cut down 
the nearby forests for fuel wood. However, rapid increases in energy prices 
over the last two years forced people to return to cooking with ! rewood 
on traditional stoves, as they could not afford the higher-priced electricity 
or gas. So, FINNIDA is funding the installation of  our Justa stoves to help 
these families and to save the nearby forests. 
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Combined Federal 
Campaign Member #2378

A reminder about the Endowment Fund—our sup-
porters have been so generous" We were able to submit 
almost $40,000 to the Fairfax Foundation and Gerry 
Conway, Jr. for matching funds so far this year. This 
challenge is only for 2006, and will still have $20,000 to 
raise to complete this challenege. Our endowment fund 
holds money that is invested, and the principal remains 
intact in perpetuity. Interest from the fund is used to 
support the organization’s programs and operations.

 Join us in planting more trees, building more stoves, 
and installing more solar heaters far into the future. 
Contributions to the endowment fund are fully tax-
deductible, as are all gifts made to Trees, Water & 
People. If  you have any questions about the endow-
ment fund, planned giving, gifts of  stock, or any other 
of  our many giving options, please contact Marianne 
Gellman, Director of  Development, at 970-484-3678, 
877-606-4TWP (toll-free), or email her at 
marianne@treeswaterpeople.org.

You may notice that this newsletter is printed on a 
different paper than usual. We’re very pleased to be 
using New Leaf paper, 100% recycled content, 100% 
post-consumer waste, chlorine-free, and Forest 
Stewardship Council certi! ed. This paper not only 
saves trees, but saves water, energy, solid waste, and 
greenhouse gases.

Printed on 100% 
recycled paper

www.yourtruenature.com/
TreeGreetings

Endowment Fund Reminder
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One year ago our project along the south coast of  
Guatemala was devastated by Hurricane Stan. Thousands 
were left homeless and their lives destroyed.  However, they 
survived and have overcome this tragedy in part because of  
the generosity of  strangers. In an unprecedented event for 
TWP, our supporters (that’s you") dug into their pockets to 
provide relief  supplies to help our suffering friends along 
the south coast. We remain grateful for all your support dur-
ing this tragedy.

A year later most families’ lives have returned to some 
level of  normalcy. TWP resumed our normal tree-planting 
and stove building activities at the beginning of  this year. The 
resiliency and dedication of  our community partners has 
been remarkable given the circumstances.  

With the continued support of  devoted community 
leaders we have planted 16,500 forest trees and 5,800 fruit 
trees this year. Our stove team has built 220 stoves this year 
and plans to build another 80 before the year ends. Besides 
our loyal individual supporters, we thank the Sundance 
Family Foundation, Cottonwood Foundation, and the 
Blossom Fund for their continued support of  our projects 
in Guatemala.

Guatemala Continues to Recover
by Patrick Flynn, Assistant International Director

Now you can support the work we do and the people we serve while doing your holiday shopping" TWP 
has developed an exciting online catalog of  wonderful fair trade items from Central America and the Pine 
Ridge Reservation. Along with our fair trade goods, we also have sustainable gifts such as shopping bags 
made from recycled bottles, greeting cards that plant a tree, and organic cotton T-shirts. There is sure to be 
something for everyone on your list, and maybe even something for you!

TWP helps people improve their lives by solving local problems using simple, sustainable, appropriate 
technologies. Now, with your help, we are improving people’s lives by supporting the fair trade of  art and 
handicrafts of  their cultures. Our new catalog features Guatemalan jewelry and scarves, Nicaraguan ham-
mock chairs, El Salvadoran keepsake boxes, and quillwork, beadwork, and buffalo dream catchers from the 
Pine Ridge Lakota reservation. These, and many more wonderful handmade items, are helping communities 
where we work continue their cultural heritage and earn fair wages doing it.

By early November you’ll be able to order securely online at www.treeswaterpeople.org/catalog. Be 
sure to visit the online catalog frequently, as new items will be added all the time. You can also place an order 
by printing the order form and sending it to us along with your check. Additional printed catalogs are avail-
able upon request, so call or email elizabeth@treeswaterpeople.org if  you would like one"

TWP’s New Fair Trade Gift Catalog

Top: Cooking tortillas on a new Justa stove 

Bottom: Guatemala Program Director Leonel 
Jarquin at TWP tree nursery
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2007 EcoTour: 
Guatemalan Adventure 

TWP’s ! fth annual EcoTour travels 
to beautiful Guatemala for ten amazing 
days in February 2007. Participants will 
learn about TWP’s work in person while 
meeting the families whose lives they 
have helped change. They will also have 
the chance to plant trees and build a Justa 
stove with community members.

After visiting our project along the 
south coast of  Guatemala, the tour will 
continue on with two-day stays along 
the shores of  majestic Lake Atitlan 
and then enjoy the colonial splendor of  
Antigua, a World Heritage Cultural City.  
The last part of  the tour will take partici-
pants to the birding paradise of  Tikal 
National Park where we will explore the 
magni! cence of  the Mayan civilization.

Only a few spaces remain. For more 
information and to sign up, contact 
Stuart Conway at stuart@treeswater-
people.org, or call toll-free 877-606-
4TWP. You can also learn more at www.
treeswaterpeople.org/home/eco-
tour2007.htm

TWP and our partner in Nicaragua, PROLEÑA , will co-
host a region-wide conference focusing on the wood energy 
industry in Central America in February 2007. The confer-
ence will bring together international agencies, regional gov-
ernments, and local organizations to address issues related to 
modernizing this industry and increasing access to improved 
technologies for those most in need.

Central to the conference will be forging alliances between 
these institutions to create a larger, more cohesive vision for 
the collaborative action necessary to resolve these issues. 
Representative of  this is our co-hosts and sponsors for this 
conference—the National Energy Commission of  Nica-
ragua, the World Bank, and the Hunt Alternati ves Fund. 

TWP and PROLEÑA have been leaders in modernizing 
the household energy sector in Nicaragua since 2000 when we 
! r st developed the EcoStove, utilizing a commercial, mass-
production method for distribution. PROLEÑA’s new stove 
factory and micro-enterprise tree nurseries will be highlighted 
during the conference. We have sold over 8,500 stoves and 
700,000 trees in Nicaragua during the past six years"

PROLEÑA’s Pro-Tortilla program recently received a 
boost with help from Allegro Coffee Company. The Pro-
Tortilla program provides ! nancing for women who own 
small tortilla-making businesses to purchase an EcoStove. 
With ! nancing from Allegro, 80 women will soon be bene! t-
ing from lower fuelwood costs and improved health.

PROLEÑA to Host Wood Energy Conference
by Patrick Flynn, Assistant International Director

EcoHorno: EcoStove with built-in oven

Mayan pyramid at Tikal
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 TWP’s Thi rd Annual Work Tour was another huge suc-
cess. Nine participants from all over the United States traveled 
to El Coco, El Salvador for a week of  planting trees, working 
in the tree nursery, building a stove, and immersing ourselves 
in the local culture. Working side-by-side with over 120 Sal-
vadorans from four different communities, we planted 4,500 
trees and built a forest-saving, healthy Justa stove"
 For many participants, the most gratifying aspect of  our 
Work Tour was creating new friendships with the families 
they stayed with and community members with whom they 
worked. Tour participant Natasha Davis said “The warmth 
with which we were received by the families as they invited us 
into their homes was amazing. The families really appreciate 
and respect the hard work we do for their communities. Be-
cause of  that, I feel extremely proud of  the work we accom-
plished. It just feels good to have made such a difference in 
their lives.”
 Other activities during the week included visiting the Mayan 
ruins of  Casa Blanca where we had a picnic lunch, observing 
an indigo-making workshop (we will participate in this next 
year), relaxing for an afternoon in the quaint town of  Chal-
chuapa, and shopping for crafts at the national artisan market.
 The hard work of  the nine participants helped TWP’s 
current expansion of  our reforestation efforts in El Salvador. 
Earlier this year our partner organization, ARBOLES, began 
a new tree nursery in the village of San Sebastian that produced 
32,000 trees this year. Combine that with the 24,000 trees from 
our original tree nursery in El Coco, and we planted 56,000 
trees in El Salvador this year thanks to funding from the 
Atkinson Foundation, Allegro Coffee Company, and Your 
True Nature"
 Our fuel-ef! cient, healthy Justa stove project also con-
tinues strong thanks to support from the Palo Alto Rotary 
Club and Rotary International. We have built over 200 stoves 
this year and expect to build a total of  300 by the end of  the year. 
One of  our community stove promoters, Gilda de García, re-
ports that stove demand has increased so dramatically over the 
last year that she can no longer take requests. A donation of  
$50 would increase our ability to meet this rising demand and 
provide these families with a forest-saving, healthy Justa stove. 

Work Tour Helps Expand Reforestation Efforts

Honduras Micro-Enterprise 
Stove Update 
Thanks to funding from the US 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), a team of  three business con-
sultants from Accenture came to Hon-
duras for a month in July 2006 to work 
with AHDESA and TWP staff  on 
ramping up our stove commercializa-
tion effort. We looked at two models, 
the high volume/high-tech approach, 
and organic growth models, and de-
cided on the organic growth model to 
consolidate our current efforts in Tegu-
cigalpa and central Honduras. Look-
ing to the future, we will expand into 
the San Pedro Sula area of  northern 
Honduras over the next two years. The 
input from Accenture has also helped 
us to develop a plan for improving our 
stove production, distribution, and sales.

by Patrick Flynn, Assistant International Director

Natasha Davis and friend plant a tree 
outside of El Coco, El Salvador
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TWP’s Tri bal Lands Renewable Energy Project has been 
very successful because it signi! cantly improves living conditions and 
lowers utility bills for Native American families. Through the 
generosity of  our individual TWP supporters, the Bush Foun-
dation, and the Alternative Gifts International catalog, we 
have installed more than 110 solar heating systems for Lakota 
families on the Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota. We 
have also planted windbreak and shade trees for an additional 
140 families that lessen the impact of  the ! erce Dakota winter 
wind and the relentless summer heat.

Concurrently, we have been expanding our expertise into other 
renewable energy areas and have now been asked by the neigh-
boring Rosebud Lakota reservation to coordinate their renew-
able energy demonstration effort, the Clean Energy Educa-
tion Project (CEEP). This innovative project will use the 
home of  Cecil and Rosie Little Thunder to demonstrate four 
different renewable energy approaches, installed by TWP.

We will begin by installing a solar heating system this fall. 
Next spring we will plant trees for a large windbreak at their 
home. We will coordinate a major two-day installation workshop 
where we will put up a family-sized wind turbine tower and a 
solar photovoltaic system—both of  which will generate elec-
tricity for the family. We will invite local families to attend the 
workshop, as well as tribal agency personnel from not only the 
Rosebud and Pine Ridge reservations, but also other tribes in 
the region.  

The Rosebud Tribe has already distinguished themselves 
with the installation of  a 750 kilowatt wind turbine, and this 
major new demonstration project will attract a lot of  interest and 
further Rosebud’s reputation as a leader in renewable energy 
development and innovation for Native American communities. 

TWP will ! lm the workshop so the information can be 
shared with many other tribes and tribal organizations who will 
see that renewable energy is a real and affordable alternative.

We will need your support once again to make this project 
happen. CEEP represents a major expansion of  our Tribal 
Lands Renewable Energy program that will have far-reaching 
impact on many tribes and tribal families across America. 

A Little Thunder on the Northern Plains
by Richard Fox, National Director

In Memoriam

We at TWP are sad to note the passing of  
Christine (Ghost Bear) Red Cloud, 
mother of  Pine Ridge Program Coor-
dinator Henry Red Cloud, on August 
31. Born on Pine Ridge in 1934, Chris-
tine was a noted Lakota artist known 
for her traditional quillwork, some of  
which is displayed in the Smithsonian. 
Our thoughts are with the Red Cloud 
family.

Scenes from Oglala tree planting, May 2006

Top: TWP volunteer crew and windbreak trees 
with Georgine Looks Twice

Bottom: Henry Red Cloud helps coordinate 
activities on planting day
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Watershed groups in the west are the cutting edge of our 
evolving democracy. They are the latest manifestation of our 
national experiment of how the people work with the gov-
ernment. Having had a couple of decades where our natural 
resource departments were inundated with lawsuits, these 
watershed groups are a new approach where local ªstakehold-
ersº work collaboratively and cooperatively with their part-
nersÐincluding our state and federal agencies.

This watershed approach is an important new model and 
a shift away from a time when all natural resource decisions 
were determined by small groups of federal and state agency 
personnel. This new approach encourages the participation 
and values the input of local landowner families. Many local 
families have lived in the same area for generations and know 
the land better than anyone.  

Yet, these watershed groups are a new and still vulner-
able social phenomenon, trying to weave themselves into the 
fabric of society in a time of budget shortfalls and in a way 
that shakes up the status quo. Many of these groups start out 
working to resolve speci® c river or watershed related prob-
lems, and develop a wider protective mission over time. They 
slowly grow into a non-pro® t organization ... or are run in a 
similar fashion and need help in that development. 

Trees, Water & People has been providing these groups 
with the training and assistance they need to make their 
organizations better managed, stronger, and more sustain-
able. While most of our work has focused on our home 
state of Colorado, we are now expanding to help protect the 
water in more of the arid West. Over the last six months, we 
have been developing relationships with watershed groups in 
Montana, Wyoming, and Utah as well as with the Lakota, 
Arapaho, and Shoshone tribes and look forward to working 
with them in the years ahead.  

Our water is one of our most essential natural resources, 
especially in the headwater states of the West which are 
experiencing a severe ongoing drought and simultaneous 
exponential population growth. Changing needs and cir-
cumstances require new and innovative approaches. TWP 
is helping local people to be a key part of the strategy for 
managing water resources in the twenty ® rst century.

Managing Water Resources in the 21st Century
by Richard Fox, National Director

Fox Receives Recognition

Trees, Water & People’s National Di-
rector, Richard Fox, received recogni-
tion in September from the Alliance 
for Community Trees. TWP received 
a “NeighborWoods Academy Award” 
from The Home Depot Foundation, 
which supports nonpro! t organizations 
that help to build strong, healthy com-
munities.

Top: Water is a prime recreational resource

Bottom: Participants at a watershed group 
training workshop
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Your Donations Make a World of Difference.

Enclosed is my donation of:

                       $500        $250         $100        $50           Other

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: _____________________________________

Phone: ______________ Email: ________________________

You can also donate online at www.treeswaterpeople.org
Your donation to TWP is 100% tax-deductible

Mail your donations to:
Trees, Water & People

633 Remington St.
Fort Collins, CO 80524

TWP’s local program is hard at work devel-
oping our new program, the SunMobile. The 
SunMobile will be a mobile solar and renewable 
energy educational unit that will travel to area 
schools and community events to teach children 
and adults about the value, viability, and availability 
of  solar technology. TWP has purchased a trailer for 
the SunMobile, and is creating applications, hands-on 
exhibits, and educational materials. 

TWP is uniquely positioned to raise public 
awareness about clean, sustainable energy because 
of  our years of  solar work locally with SolarBound, 
on the Pine Ridge and Rosebud reservations, and 
our renewable energy projects in Central America. 
Because of  our track record of  innovative renew-

SunMobile in the Making by Elizabeth Mozer, Local Programs Coordinator

The German Aid Agency (GTZ) also heard about our stoves and have decided to include them in 
their programs. GTZ has contracted AHDESA to train local NGOs in western Honduras to build 1,500 
Justa stoves this year and another 1,500 in 2007. 

AHDESA has also received the go-ahead from the Global Village Energy Program of  the World 
Bank to build more than 700 stoves for the southern state of  Choluteca, one of  the most deforested areas in 
the country, starting at the end of  this year. AHDESA continues to supervise the construction of  more 
than 1,000 Justa stoves through a partnership with the Episcopal Church in the department of  Santa 
Barbara. TWP would like to thank all our donors who are making these projects possible. Your donations 
allow us to provide the counterpart funding that is making it possible for more than 3,000 Honduran 
families—more than 15,000 people—to live safer, healthier lives, while saving forests at the same time. 

Justa Stoves Attract International Attention in Honduras, con’t. from page 1

able energy projects internationally, regionally and locally, 
TWP will be a catalyst for public awareness as we direct-
ly teach the students and citizens of  Fort Collins about 
the practical applications of  solar energy technology. 

TWP’s SolarBound program has helped Northern 
Colorado residents and builders understand and use 
solar power for the last three years With this knowledge 
and experience, we will teach area students to think 
about energy in new and creative ways. This program 
will not only improve our local environment, but will 
also help inspire tomorrow’s leaders to acquire the 
technical knowledge and skills necessary to develop new 
solar applications and businesses that will provide em-
ployment in Northern Colorado. 


