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Thanks to funding from the European Union (EU), TWP and our 
partner in Nicaragua, PROLEÑA, will plant at least 2 million trees over the 
next four years from our three Forest Replacement Association tree nurser-
ies. The project will provide technical training to the FRAs and 160 farmers 
establishing tree plantations, and also donate seedlings to the farmers. To 
be able to expand production to meet these goals, TWP agreed to purchase 
additional land for the nursery in La Paz Centro, which will sell additional 

seedlings to members 
of  a nearby association 
of  charcoal producers.

After a year of  re-
peated postponements, 
a Latin American Wood 
Energy Conference 
was successfully held 
in Managua this past 
June. It was organized 
by PROLEÑA, the Ni-
caraguan Ministry of  
Energy & Mining, the 
U.S. nonpro! t ETHOS 
(Engineers in Techni-
cal and Humanitarian 

Opportunities of  Service), TWP, Winrock International, and the World 
Bank. Participants arrived from Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, 
Nicaragua, Honduras (our colleagues at the Honduran Association for De-
velopment, AHDESA), El Salvador (our colleagues at Arboles y Agua para 
El Pueblo), Guatemala, Mexico, Cuba, and the U.S.A. This was a wonderful 
opportunity for networking to share successes and failures that might be 
applicable to other countries. The 21 presentations covered a range of  top-
ics from indoor air pollution, stove design, subsidized stove projects, stove 
commercialization, biofuels, and reforestation projects, to national forestry 
policies. The conference was a great success and participants expressed 
interest in making the gathering an annual event. 
          (Story continued on p. 3)
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Trees, Water & People is very pleased to announce 
that Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI)  gener-
ously granted $10,000 to the Local Program for tree 
plantings in our local Fort Collins area. REI, an out-
door equipment co-op based in Seattle, WA, donates 
millions of  dollars each year to 
support conservation efforts na-
tionwide. Volunteers from REI’s 
Fort Collins store did a great 
job helping to plant 40 trees and 
shrubs this September at the ! rst event funded by this 
grant. We are all looking forward to more great events 
next spring" Thanks again to REI for making these 
tree plantings possible and for making Fort Collins and 
Larimer County an even better place to live"

Special Thanks to REI!
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With technical support from the Equilibrium Fund , TWP 
has established a new training project focused on the Maya Nut 
tree. Maya Nut (Brosimum alicastrum) is an extremely nutritious 
traditional food staple throughout Mesoamerica. It appears to 
have disappeared from the wild on the south coast of  Guate-
mala as agricultural plantations and cattle ranches took over 
the land. We are proud to be reintroducing this valuable tree 
to the Tiquisate area. We now have 4,100 Maya Nut seedlings in 
our nursery and more at local homes. A recent workshop on 
cooking with Maya Nut was a huge success, so we gave seeds 
to all interested participants to plant. We plan to ask this year’s 
participants to train women from other communities next year 
to plant and use this nutritious species. 

Guatemalan Women Nuts About 
Maya Nut
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

Guatemalan women experiment at a Maya Nut 
cooking workshop

More news from Guatemala ... Katie Con-
way, a student at Connecticut College and 
relative of  TWP International Director Stuart 
Conway, recently completed an internship with 
TWP in Guatemala. Katie conducted a survey 
on stove longevity by interviewing over 40 Justa 
stove users about how their stoves are perform-
ing years after installation. In the process, she 
also reiterated to them the importance of  regular 
maintenance to keep the stoves working cleanly 
and ef! ciently. Katie will soon be writing a 
report that will allow us to reevaluate the stove 
components we use and improve our calcula-
tions of  how much carbon dioxide each stove 
offsets over its lifetime.

Leonel Jarquín, TWP’s Guatemala Program 
Director, recently won the seat of  mayor of  Tiquis-
ate" We hope that Leonel’s term as mayor will help 
raise the pro! le of  TWP’s projects in the region.

TWP was honored to receive a donation from 
the 6th grade class of Topanga Elementary 
School in Topanga, California. Their teacher, 
Paul Astin, has recorded a CD of  students’ 
musical compositions each year as a fundraising 
project for charities around the world. For more 
information on this wonderful project, visit www.
room6musicians.com. Thanks to the students’ 
efforts, we were able to plant 1,000 trees and 
build seven Justa stoves on the south coast of  
Guatemala. We hope this inspires other teachers 
to take on projects to demonstrate how kids can 
make a difference in the world"

(continued from p. 1) Hilda de García, our stove promoter in El Salvador, inspired conference participants with her 
story of  how working on our stove project has changed her life. After she received a Justa stove, her health dramatically 
improved, inspiring her to join Arboles to share this technology with other women. Hilda’s job has given her leader-
ship opportunities still unavailable to many rural women in El Salvador, so she considers herself  lucky to be able to make 
a difference in so many people’s lives. She received a rousing round of  applause for showing the human side of  stove 
projects at a largely technical conference. Both human and technical aspects are key for the success of  our projects.

PROLEÑA recently hired Franklin Guido, a forester and marketing specialist, who is helping to implement the 
EU reforestation project. Franklin has also developed a website for the organization. Readers ' uent in Spanish (or 
those just interested in the pictures) are invited to visit the impressive new website, http://prolenaecofogon.org. He 
was ably assisted by Amy Han, an American student working on her a Master’s degree at the University for Peace in 
Costa Rica. During Amy’s internship, she wrote an invaluable report analyzing PROLEÑA’s current stove marketing 
program and a strategic plan for future marketing activities. 
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I traveled to Jacmel in southern Haiti along with TWP Board member 
Gerry Conway Jr. in early July to participate in a three day conference 
entitled “Reforest Haiti,” an initiative of  Alternative Gifts Interna-
tional (AGI). AGI brought together local, national, and international 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to discuss and plan a ! ve year 
reforestation effort. TWP’s partner Ananda Marga Universal Relief  
Team (AMURT) sent Elizabeth Sipple, their new environmental proj-
ect coordinator, to attend the conference. We came out of  the meeting 
with a statement of  purpose, an action plan, and a stronger coalition of  
NGOs moving forward to reverse the deforestation of  this once lushly 
forested country. 

TWP is once again in the AGI gift catalog (www.alternativegifts.org) 
for 2007 and will receive funds by July 2008 to expand our Rocket stove 
project in Haiti. In the meantime, TWP and AMURT are starting to build 
Rocket stoves in the Anse Rouge area of  northwestern Haiti. Elizabeth 
Sipple has just taken over all environmental projects for AMURT, 
including tree planting and our Rocket stove project. AMURT is cur-
rently in the organizational phase of  the project, forming and training 
community groups to build stoves. 

Honduras Update: EU Backs 
Justa Stove ExpansionProject

After several years of  testing of  our Justa stove against various other 
stove models, the European Union (EU) has selected the Justa as the 
best stove in terms of  savings on fuel wood, cultural acceptability, user 
safety, and price. Over the next two years, the EU’s FORCUENCA 
project staff  has proposed building up to 15,000 Justa stoves through 
local communities and municipal governments with the Honduran 
Association for Development (AHDESA) as the main implementing 
agency. Details of  the agreement are still being worked out.

With funding from the World Bank and GTZ, the German Aid 
Agency, AHDESA has constructed more than 1,500 improved stoves 
in Honduras this year, 1,200 of  those being Justa stoves built for 
families in rural areas. As part of  the Global Village Energy Project 
(GVEP), a collaboration of  international development agencies, 
AHDESA is also planting 5,000 trees with community members in 
southern Honduras who build stoves. Stove bene! ciaries in the program 
will be required to plant trees in exchange for receiving the stoves at a 
lower, subsidized cost. 

Haiti Project Update
by Stuart Conway, International Director

Rocket stove in Haiti

by Stuart Conway, International Director

An improved cookstove helps protect the 
health of women and children

Climate Care Update
Our funding and project with Climate 
Care as part of  the 2005 Ashden Award 
came to a close in July of 2007. TWP 
and AHDESA are in discussions with 
Climate Care for an expansion of their 
funding of  our Honduras stove project. 
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El Salvador Program Update
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

Armando Hernandez, Director of  our 
partner NGO in El Salvador, Arboles y Agua para el 
Pueblo (Arboles), has decided to close the nursery 
in El Coco next year after losing our experienced 
nursery manager and reliable access to water. The 
El Coco nursery served us well for nine years, but 
all good things must come to an end. TWP and 
Arboles will be expanding our new tree nursery 
with assistance from local businesses and orga-
nizations like the community health center. We 
ramped up production to 64,000 tree seedlings 
this year between the nurseries, but planting the 
seedlings has been slowed because of  drought 
conditions. However, it’s now raining again, so we 
should be able to plant the rest of  our trees soon.

Arboles obtained support from the Health 
Clinic of  El Porvenir to produce neem tree (Azadi-
rachta indica) seedlings to be planted in a mosquito-
infested neighborhood. Neem seed oil can be used 
as a natural mosquito repellant, even preventing 
mosquito larvae from maturing when added to 
the stagnant water where they live. Eating neem 
leaves can prevent the development of  the malaria 
virus in the human body. The El Salvador of! ce 
of  the Pan American Health Organization and 
Arboles are currently negotiating an agreement for 
further neem tree production.

View looking down on neem seedlings.  

 It takes ! ve of  the trees TWP plants to sequester 1 metric ton 
of  carbon dioxide (you can see these calculations on our website 
at www.treeswaterpeople.org/stoves/carbon_calc.htm). This 
calculation allows us to offer voluntary carbon offsets via refor-
estation as well as stove construction, giving our carbon offset 
clients more options. Visit www.treeswaterpeople.org and click on 
the “carbon offset” link to offset your personal or business CO2 
emissions or those of  a loved one as a holiday gift"  
 TWP recently launched a partnership with the Colorado 
State University Center for Protected Area Management 
& Training  (http://conservation.warnercnr.colostate.edu) and 
the Mesoamerican Ecotourism Alliance (MEA) (www.travel-
withmea.com). We offset the CO2 emissions generated by this 
summer’s CSU Wildlands & Protected Area Management course 
for Latin American land managers by building two fuel-ef! cient 
stoves, and we plan to offset other training courses in the future. 
TWP will offset the CO2 emissions of  all of  MEA’s future eco-
tours, including their tours with National Geographic and the 
Nature Conservancy, so that trip participants can give something 
back (trees and stoves) to the region to which they traveled.

Fort Collins’ own ZeroHero Events (www.zeroheroevents.
com) offers event planning consulting services to reduce waste 
and use renewable energy technologies wherever possible. TWP 
is partnering with ZeroHero to offset CO2 emissions associated 
with the upcoming live music cruise through the Caribbean, Jam 
Cruise 6. We look forward to offsetting emissions at other 
ZeroHero events in the future, allowing attendees to have fun 
without contributing to global warming. 

New Developments in TWP’s 
Carbon Offset Program

I NTERNATIONAL P ROGRAM N EWS

More El Salvador news ... We have been able to expand our 
stove project beyond western El Salvador to a couple of  Peace 
Corps volunteer sites in other parts of  the country. Covering a 
large geographical area is challenging because a successful stove 
project requires many community visits: the initial demonstration, 
the visit to determine if  interested families have completed the 
necessary steps to receive a stove, the actual stove construction, 
and the follow-up visits. Trained Peace Corps volunteers serving 
in these areas will make some of  these visits for us, allowing us to 
provide a quality project to a distant community.
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As TWP’s Tribal Lands Renewable Energy Project continues to make 
harsh winters more bearable for families on the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
we’re also sharing our approaches with other tribes across the Great Plains.

In August, Richard Fox and Henry Red Cloud traveled to the Skull 
Valley Goshute Reservation in Utah for a solar installation that built on 
our partnership with Winona LaDuke and Honor the Earth. As part of  a 
two-day workshop, Henry demonstrated the installation of  a supplemental 
solar heating system on the home of  Goshute elder Margene Bullcreek.

Over the last decade the Goshutes’ situation provided a catalyst for 
debate about America’s energy policies. In the 1990s some Goshutes were 
tempted to sign on to a proposal by a consortium of  utility companies to 
store 44,000 tons of  highly radioactive material from nuclear reactors on 
the reservation. In exchange, the tribe could have received as much as $100 
million in fees. 

Margene Bullcreek disagreed. She led a grassroots group of  Goshutes 
and national Native and environmental organizations, including Honor the 
Earth, to oppose the plan and protect the tribe’s land. In September 2006, 
the coalition succeeded: two federal agencies blocked the utility companies 
from proceeding. Meanwhile, the con' ict focused national attention on both 
the fate of  Native American lands and the environmental consequences of  
our energy choices.

This winter Margene’s home will be heated by a solar heating system built 
by Lakota Solar Enterprises (LSE) and installed by Henry Red Cloud. 
Eventually, the tribe hopes to bring solar power to all the community’s homes. 
Margene hopes Skull Valley’s solar demonstration will inspire other tribes to 
develop renewable energy. As she said, “We have been successful in defeating a 
nuclear waste dump, and now look to developing a future reservation econ-
omy based on sustainability that re' ects our cultural values and traditions.” 

In September, Richard and Henry also presented a workshop for students, 
faculty, and staff  at the United Tribes Technical College (UTTC) in Bis-
marck, North Dakota—another new partnership with enormous potential. 
Michael Collins, an Environmental Science instructor, explained that the 
TWP installation on a student housing unit is “the point of  the spear”—the 
start of  a major ongoing project for the college. UTTC plans to use this 
! r st solar heating system as an educational vehicle, as well as the basis for 
incorporating renewable energy into all of  its housing. This winter, Envi-
ronmental Science students will monitor the energy use of  the solar-heated 
house. If  the expected 20-25% savings are realized, UTTC will purchase 
systems for 46 other units. Construction Technology students will travel 
to the Red Cloud Renewable Energy Center to be trained in installing the 
systems by the LSE team. UTTC’s long-term plan is to integrate the solar 
heating systems into the new construction of  student and faculty housing.

Tribal Lands Program Brings Solar Heat to More Native Americans
by Liz Sunderland, Tribal Lands Program Coordinator

Henry Red Cloud, Winona LaDuke, 
and Richard Fox with the Skull Valley 

solar heater

Red Cloud Renewable Energy 
Center Breaks Ground

As this newsletter goes to press, 
ground is being broken for the new 
Red Cloud Renewable Energy Cen-
ter" During our workshops, TWP has 
learned that tribal leaders across the 
Great Plains are interested in pursuing 
renewable energy. At the Red Cloud 
Renewable Energy Center, Native 
Americans will be able to learn the 
skills they need to start successful pro-
grams in their own communities.

We have acquired land at Pine Ridge 
for the Center and purchased a large, un-
! n ished building. In early October the 
foundation was poured for the new 
building site. Throughout the next 
year, with help from our partners at 
Re-Member, an organization that im-
proves the quality of life on Pine Ridge 
through volunteer projects, we plan to 
construct a kitchen facility, living space 
for trainees, and a full workshop. Look 
for a progress report in our spring 
newsletter.
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has awarded $762,340 to Trees, Water & People to sup-
port watershed protection programs in the ! ve-state Headwaters region of  Colorado, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, and 
South Dakota.The goal of  the initiative, Protecting the Water of  the Arid West, is to strengthen and enhance the 
abilities of  local watershed groups to understand, protect, and restore their home waters by involving the public and 
educating local decision makers about watersheds and water quality issues.

“Water is the lifeblood of  the American West,” said United States Senator Ken Salazar (D-CO). “With this 
funding, Trees, Water & People will have the tools necessary to help ensure that Coloradans throughout the state will 
be able to enjoy sustained access to this vital resource for years to come.”

 The Headwaters region provides water to more than 110 million people in the U.S. and more in Mexico. Across 
this region, watershed groups are providing the leadership to coordinate hundreds of  voluntary watershed improve-
ment projects. They also have an extensive community outreach network that educates the public about water quality 
and pollution issues as well as pending laws, regulations and new water policies under consideration. Richard Fox, 
Director of  TWP’s National Program, said that “The future of  the arid West depends upon effectively managing our 
water resources. Watershed protection groups unite local landowners, government agency personnel, and private citi-
zens in a powerful new partnership based on cooperation instead of  con' ict and lawsuits. We are honored that the EPA 
has selected us to help this process become stronger and more 
sustainable here in the Headwaters states.”

 TWP will provide training and assistance services to more 
than 120 watershed groups in the arid West. TWP’s partners 
in this program include the Colorado Watershed Assembly, 
Montana Watershed Coordination Council, and the Utah 
Watershed Coordinators Council. The grant will also provide 
funding for TWP to assist the Arapaho and Shoshone tribes 
on the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming and the Rosebud 
Sioux tribe in South Dakota. TWP will work with Wyoming’s 
Wind River Alliance to support their efforts to educate Native 
American youth about water quality issues and water monitoring 
techniques. The work at Rosebud will focus on identifying the 
amount of  water pollution that is prevented through the use of  
renewable energy applications.

Richard Fox states, “The EPA has been tremendously success-
ful at lowering water pollution that comes from pipes and commercial facilities. The next phase is to reduce pollution 
that comes from societal activities like over-fertilization of  lawns, improper septic systems, and unsustainable resource 
management practices. Watershed protection groups are the essential new core of  ! nding volunteer collaborative 
approaches to these important water quality and pollution issues.”

TWP received the largest of  the six national grants awarded as part of  the EPA’s Targeted Watershed Capacity 
Building Program. This initiative supports EPA’s “watershed approach” that employs a coordinated framework for 
environmental management and strives for those people most affected by management decisions to be involved and 
shape key decisions. 

TWP Receives Prestigious EPA Watershed Protection Grant
by Jim Webster, Watershed Protection Director

Cooperation is key to protecting the headwaters 
of the American West’s great rivers
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Your Donations Make a World of Difference.

Enclosed is my donation of:

                       $500        $250         $100        $50          Other

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: _____________________________________

Phone: ______________ Email: ________________________

You can also donate online at www.treeswaterpeople.org
Your donation to TWP is 100% tax-deductible

Mail your donations to:
Trees, Water & People

633 Remington St.
Fort Collins, CO 80524

This fall, Trees, Water & People had another great 
community tree planting event and is ! nalizing the Sun-
Mobile which will be ready to visit schools towards the 
end of  the semester. TWP planted 40 trees and shrubs with 
volunteers from REI  and a local Cub Scout troop. What a 
beautiful morning we had at Fossil Creek Reservoir, which 
is a Larimer County Parks and Open Lands Natural Area" 
The sun was warm and the volunteers were ready to do 
some serious planting. With such a great team of  tree 
planters, we were able to ! nish the planting and still have 
time to admire the wide variety of  bird species in the 
area. We saw an enormous ' ock of  white pelicans, many 
raptors, and some song birds too"

The SunMobile, a renewable energy education station 
on wheels, is making great progress and will soon be 
ready to take on the road. After a summer of  meetings 
with area teachers, we decided to condense the SunMobile 
onto a smaller, enclosed trailer that will house hands-on 
projects that can be done on or near the trailer, and also 
in the classroom so it can be used even in the winter. 
Demonstration pieces will predominately cover renewable 
energy, including solar and wind power, as well as the 
overall energy picture: where energy comes from, the 
effects of  different energy sources, and their relevance. 
This exciting new program is the beginning of  a new era 
for TWP’s Local Program that will also include renewable 
energy installation projects on area schools in the future.

Tree Planting News & SunMobile Update
by Elizabeth Mozer, Local Program Director

Volunteers make it happen!


