Committed to
developing sustainable
community-based
conservation solutions

Spring 2007

In this Issue
TWP Combats Global Warming W1
News ROOM  .......covvvvveviinnnnnnn,
International Program News e 344
2007 EcoTour Report .............. 5
The Power of Earth, Wind & Fire .. 6
Local Program News ............... 7
Sustainable Gifts Catalog  ........ 7

FIELD GUIDE

TO SUSTAINABLE GIFTS

www.treeswaterpeople.org/catalog

Check out TreeGreetings! The
eCard that plants a tree

=
L teetings

www.yourtruenatur e.com/TreeGreetings

Forests Foreve

TWP Combats Global Warming

Thedebate about global warming is over. It's happening. In the latest
report from the Intergeemmental Panel on Climate Chgeginent scien-

tists from around the world state clearly that we are already seeing the effect

of global warming, such as melting glaciers, more extreme wédatker—t
Hurricane Katrina and other major hurricanes in Florida in 2004-2005—and
rising sea levels. Now it’s time that “we the people” start talking seriously
about what we can do to mitigate global warming.

For me the most telling signs of global warming are found in Al Gore’s
book and movie “An Incaerient Truth,” with the dramatic imeyd
glaciers meltingvayaround the globe. These are the most disturbing and
most convincing of the many signs
of global warming.

At TreesWater & Bople (TWP),
wevebeen taking global warming
seriously for years. Most of our re
newable energy programs are in f
combating global warming alread
Our fuel-saving stes tree plant-
ing, and solar energy work all diregs
or indirectly reduce the amount of
carbon dioxide and othgreenhouse
gags being released into the atmo-
sphere—gases that arajor con-
tributors to global warming.

From our emissions research in Honduras, we know that both our
fuel-savingutaandEcoStovemit 60% less greenhouse gases than tra-
ditional open-!re stoves, andvierthe carbon monoxide and particulate
matter in people’s homes by more than 80%. Quessii@ also saving
families up to 70% on fuel wood, saving forests which can then continue
to do their important work to rew@carbon from the atmosphere.

Because of these sigrdit reductionsClimate Careand theAsh-
den Trust selected TWP and the Honduran Association for Development
(AHDESA) for theAshden Award for Sustainable Energyand $58,000
in carbon offset funding for our seprograms in Honduras for 2005-

2007. Now, Climate Care is also funding our partner in Nicaragua, PRO-
LENA, to build more stes help more families to a healthier life, and
combat global climate change.

Dr.Tami Bond of the Univ. of Illinois
tests an EcoStwe in Honduras

continued on page 8

Trees, Water & People improves people’s lives by helping communities protec
and manage the natural resources upon which their long-term well-being dep

by Stuart Conway, International Director



Trees, Water & People is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to imp
people’s Viesby helping communities protect, comsand manage the
natural resources upon which their long-term well-being depends.
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wind Nvite TWP to Your Home!

Invite Trees, Water & People to your home and
introduce us to your friends" In recent years, TWP
has done presentations in Colorado, Ohio, Arizona,
California and Virginia—and we’d love to come to
youtown. The information on our international,
tribal and local programs is current and fascinating,
and the fundraising is very low-key. We're particu-
larly eager to visit Massachusetts (Boston area), New
Mexico (Santa Fe) and lllinois (metro Chicago). Call
me toll-free at 1-877-606-4897 or emaiianne @
treesvaterpeople.organd let’s set a date. We look
forward to hearing from you and seeing you soon.
Many thanks"

— Marianne

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS STATEMENT
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New Tree Nursery in El Salvador
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

Thanks to funding from thAtkinson Foundation, theFairfax Foundation, Plant-1t 202Q theAllegro
Coffee Company and many private donors, we were recently able to start a second tree nursery in El Salvador
Our partner organization in El Salvadoboles y Agua para BbiBfteanslates as “Trees and Water for
Pemle,” by no small coincidence, and céllbdlefor short) proposed the idea of a local tree nursery to
community members &an Sebastiter witnessing their enthusiasm for planting trees. The community sup-
ported the idea and a local farmer offered his land for the tree nursery and his services as its manager. We a
hired a forester to advise both nursery managers in technical matters. While beginning the new nursery was |
without its challenges, in its !rst year of operation it surpassed the original nursery in production”
Classes from two nearby schoole v@unteered in the nursein exchangeirboletaught them four
units of environmental education, a subject normally relegated to Earth Day or Arbor Day, if addressed at
all. Our staff worked with another school and several community groups to plant trees in buffer strips along
the banks of th@&res Ceibai/er and removed toxic pesticide containers dumped ivettend surrounding
areas. These efforts helped safeguard the river’s water quality, an essential resource for the surrounding villa
Peae Corps volunteers have brought our tree seedlings into other communities for local reforestation ef-
forts. Most notably, volunteilegan Gregoryof the communitfel Amatorfnear the Guatemalan border in
Chalchugpia organizing a major reforestation project on the vdit&tongm collaboration witArboles
and the El Salvadoran Ministry of the Environment. The deforestation of the volcano has caused erosion,
which last summer caused a landslide thatnhamissed the community. Reforestation and wateaiidn

ditches planned by Megan and her neighbors should help prevent future landslides..
continued on page 5

TWP Welcomes New Assistant International Director

Allison Shawjoined Trees, Water & People in
March as Assistant International Director. Allison
earned her B.A. in Biology at Grinnell College and an
M.S. in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology fromdo
State University. She then rounded out her acadgmic
interests in plant and forest coua#n by joining
the Agroforesyr Program of Peace Corps Guatemalg.
As a municipal agroforestry extension agent, she
gawe technical assistance to community tree nyrsefies
formed a committee to make community-based fofest
management decisions, provided local administration
New Assistant International Dir ector Allison Shaw  Of @ @venmental reforestation incemsprojectand

(left) with Heather Ames, EcoTour 2007 obtained a grant to sustainably produce Guatemala’s
endangeredrltree. After her tour in the Peace Corps,
Allison maedto North Carolina, where she completed a pestwardship internship with The Na
ture Conseararcy and an ecological monitoring and data management internship with the National Park
Service. She is thrilled to join Trees, Water & People to help vulnerable ecosystems and peoplg in Centra
America, and TWP is excited todtzer on board.

Committed to developing sustainable community-based conservation solutions




4 | NTERNATIONAL PROGRAM NEWS

Advances in Nicaragua Stove Project
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Dir

As reported in the Spring 2006 newsletter, our partner organ
zation in Nicaragua, PROLENA, won the 2006 Ashden Continua
tion Award (independent of Trees, Water & People’s Asigach A
in 2005 for our similar work in Honduras) for mass-producing an
commercializing tHecoFog&towe. The generousvead, 'nanced
by Climate Care,allowed PROLENA to m@into a larger fac-
tory and a newflwe. The award was also used to start a micro-loat
project with FINCA of Nicaragua so that poorer families can affore
stoves.

Sebastian Africanpa consultant working for our Honduran
partner AHDESA, recently trained Sustainablegddnterna-
tional’s Nicaragua staff how to builiastoves, as PROLENA
focuses exclugly on mass-produced metalvs®This will
extend the availability of impealstoves to more remote parts of NicaraGudherme Monteiro do Pradoof
the I'rm Ambiental PV Ltda. is currently working with Sebastian to test the fuel wood sheadpamioxide
emission reductions of ourwsin Nicaragua and Honduras for Climate Care, one of the sponsors of the Ashc
Awad. In addition, medical students from the National Autonomousditgiof Nicaragua were recently trained to
begin a study quantifying ounstability to reduce wonmsaxposure to harmful indoor smoke

ThreeColorado State Universityengineering students at the Energy Conversion and Enginegelrabdia
led one of PROLENA’s stoves to generate electricity as the family cooRaoielitvastbergenandSachin
Joshi designed the prototype, and with assistanceXatamel Miller will test it in homes in Nicaragua, Nepal,
and India. Called theuciérnagdre'y”), it stores the stoes energy during the day, allowing houses without elec
tricity to have lights at night so that people can be prahfter dark. The successfal test of the prototype
brings hope to many Nicaraguans lacking electricity.

A CSU student tests the Luciernaga
electricity generator prototype

Haiti Project Update
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Dil

TWP has recently established a partnershipmaiida Marga Universal Relief TeanfAMURT) in Haiti.
Decades of political and economic instabilitgfoeced the Haitian people to severggrase their natural re-
sources to try to eke out a living. As a result, less than 2% of Haiti's once-lush tropical forest remains; and
cation and dropping water tables are the tragic result.

AMURT has turned to TWP for assistance incorporating forest-saving stoves into their project to reduce [
on Haiti’s few remaining forests. Haitians traditionally cook with charcoal rather than the raw !rewood popu
Central America. Therefore TWP dantLarry Winiarski of theAprovedio Research Centeto Haiti in May
2006 to adapt a clay version of thek®mtove to run on charcoal.

Since then, AMURT has successfully trained several local community groups to use and promsid/ehe s
are still in the process of securing funds to purchase and transport stove materials to expand the original
ect. The communitiesvimivedso far like the stesa lot, a good omen for project expansion.

Stuart Conway TWP’s International Director, plans to visit the project this summer to provide technical
sight and continue to build our relationship with AMURT. While there, Stuart will attend a conference of the

Working Group of NGOs, sponsored Aiternative Gifts International (AGI). AGI is
spearheading a group effort to reforest Haiti and has agreed to fund TWP’s stoves &
of that effort.

|
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NOTES FROM THE FIELD

Eco-Tour 2007: Guatemala
by Judy Randal

After assembling in Guatemala City for orientation sessiofis,
members of TWP’s February 2007 EcoTour left by v&mida
a community iPueblo Nuevo Tiqusat€uatemala’s south coast.
TWP has a thriving tree nursery there and has been building
stoves for local families that burn far less wood and generate
muchless unhealthy smoke than their traditional counterparts.

During our Pinula visit, we tour members, withxpere
guidance oBagrario Cardonaand her colleagues, built three
of those steesat the homes of families that had requested
them, and planted citrus saplings from the tree nursery in a
nearby residence’s small leld. When mature, they should produce
both fruit for that household and enough extra for them to sellTWP Board Secretary Laura Davis (L) and Eco-

As 'nancial supporters of TWP, we never doubted that it do@yr participant Adele Dinsmore plant a tree
goodthings that are environmentally sound. But it was the
Ir st-hand look at how TWP uses their dondgBars that truly
commanded our respect. The work stints, which were not rea
arduous, did something special fory@rerwho was on TWP’s
Felruary 2007 Guatemala EcoTour—it led us to understand hpw
muchthe Guatemalans enlisted by TWAR hahieved. We were
truly inspired by actually teaming up, albeityhbweh some
of the community-minded people who are making those good
things happen.

Then, too, there was Pinula’s wonderful hospitality, exempliled
in particular b atalina Gil, the mother ot.eonel Jarquin
TWP’s Guatemala Program Director. Using her fuel-ef!cient
stove (it was Pinula’sd), she and her friends from church pre-
pared several festimeals they and their neighbors shared with (L to R) Leonel Jarquin, Catalina Gil, and
us, including one that featut@dicken Pepiardelicious and typi- Sagrario Cardona
cally Guatemalan dish.

From Pinula, it was on to memorable places elsewhere in Gu&amhlecas Tolimén, Santiago Atitlan, Antigua
andTikal famous both for its ancient Mayan structures and as a birdwatcher’s paradise. Who on TWP’s eleven-c
2007 EcoTour could i@asked for more? It would be hard to imagine a more inspiring and altogether satisfying tr

y

. I
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TRIBAL LANDS PROGRAM NEWS

The Power of Earth, Wind & Fire

by Richard Fox, National Programs Director

Weall know that Nature is a tremendously powerful force and that it
can sometimes be incredibly !erce and even deadly. On the Pine Ridg¢ and
Rosbud resemions in South Dakota, for instance, the winters are long
and brutal and the north wind frigid and relentless. Together they have
caused many weather-related deaths among Lakota families wke often li
in substandard homes and'tcafifiord to make them more energy eflcient.

TWP'sTribal Lands Renewable Energy Pogram is based on a simple
premise—workingithnature and harnessing its energy to bring about a bel—— -
ance that improves living conditions while concurrently lowering outrageomﬁﬁeiyr'soé‘e'\g%ﬁco’za'\:s;i;fgo?;f‘@a”gnel
high utility bills that often use up to 70% of a Lakota family’s income. Y at Little Thunder home P

Working closely with Lakota leaders, TWP has helped install more than
140 supplemental solar heating systems for families at Pen&/&idge
also planted “Energyscape” windbreak and shade trees for more than 160
additional families. These simple but efeegtiproachest!wel with tra-
ditional Lakota beliefs and will provide more comfortable homes and utjlity
bill savings for decades to come.

Most of this work has been done in partnership with our good friengd
Henry Red Cloud who created one of America’s !rst 100% Native Amer-
ican owned renewable energy companies—Lakota Solar Enterprises (LSE).

LSE has been developing and installing supplemental solar heating sygtems
on the Pine Ridge resaton for several yearswo : : :

In a very exciting development last year, TWP and LSE were invited Cé‘:r\:\gst?gﬁs'\fg rr?ﬁe'rl]_?tﬂ'?ﬁuﬂggrfsla ;
by the Rosebud Sioux Tribe to join their Clean Energy Education Partner- photovoltaic system
ship (CEEP). Recently, as part of CEEP, we installed four renewable energy
applications on the home Rbse Little Thunder. This included planting
a substantial windbreak and some shade trees, installing one of our s
mental solar heating systems, and also installing a solar electric syste
a wind turbine that is now producing electricity as well. Gihastisally
reducing electricity usage in the Little Thunder home and even allows
family to sell back the excess electricity that is generated during peak
duction times.

Through this combination of Earth (trees), Wind (turbine), and Fire
(solar heat), we are showing howMd@&imerican families camdin better
harmony with nature while improving their health and living conditions.

Our next goal is to expand the use of these approaches to other tr
Pat of that expansion will be in conjunction Witinona LaDuke and
her national organizatidtonor the Earth. Winona is an outstanding
tribal leader and friend who is working to help tribal communities to be
come more sustainable while maintaining their traditional cultural iden

L
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LocAL PROGRAM NEWS !

Riverboat the Rockies Rocks the Town Again!

by Elizabeth Mozer, LoogkRrs Director

The 7th Annual Riverboat the Rockies was a

great success again this year and we raised more than International

$10,000 net pro!t for our new program, $um-
Mobile. Riverboat was MarchsBand it was a great

Director Stuart
Conway enjoys
some roulette

evening of casino-style faux gambling, live and silenf at Riverboat the

auctions, lemusc and great food.

The SunMobile, which is the bene!ciary of the
Riverboat fundraiser, is TWP’s exciting new environ
mental education program. Built on a 16-foot long
trailer, it will demonstrate a variety of real-life solar
technologies in a hands-on fashidr SunMobile Our wonderful
will travelto aea schools and loealentsand will use a  volunteers always
specially-designed age-appropriate curriculum to teastke Riverboat a
local youth about renewable energy, specilcally solar ~ Success!
energy and energy eiéncy. Stay tuned—we will be

up and running by this fall”

Thanks to Dan Bihn for the great photos™
Sustainable Gifts Catalog Continues to Grow

Clockwise from upper
left: cake servers
mixing spoons,

ergonomic spoons
ladles

www.treeswaterpeople.org/catalog

Rockies

by Elizabeth Mozer, LooghRrs Director

TheField Guide to Sustainable Giftéss TWP’s catalog
that provides an outlet to artisans in our program areas and
gives our supporters and customers a chance to buy sustain-
able products that make a tangible difference to the people
who make them. The catalogvaable online, and can be
also requested in paper form. We=kaen dramatic growth
and patronage since it was launched lasiider. Holidg
sales were strong and as we continue to adanmesAribm
each of our programs, sales are continuing to grow

This newsletter’s featured artisant @seCuchareros de
San Lucas TolimBmese skilled Guatemalan woodworkers
make spoons and other kitchen utensils out of the wood
pruned from coffee and gravilea trees grown in their area.
Thegravilea tres are the species used to shade the coffee
Wecurrently cagr mixing spoons in small, medium and
large, a beautiful ergonomic spoon, a simple cake server, a
salad serving set, the petite sugar spoon and now the fun
duck-headed ladles. Wape you will hd these pieces as
delightful as we do, and will help us to supmsCuchareros
in their sustainable artistry

.
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GIVING TO THE FUTURE

TWP Combats Global Warmingcontinued from page 1

Each impreedstove savek5tonsof carbon per yeacompared to the smoky traditionalesmost
people in Central America still use to cook their meals. ¥@yezars, the minimum life of alutastowe,each
stove saves 7.5 tons of carbon from building up in the atmosphere. On average, a citizen of the United State
Canada is responsible for emitting 5-10 tons of carbon per year. Just driving your car 10,000 miles emits 3 t
carbon per year if it gets 36 mpg—more carbon if you drive a bigger or less fuel-eflcient car. So, by funding
of our stawesat $75 each ($225 per year), you can offset most of your annual carbon emissions.

We now hae 20,000 impreed stovesoperating in homes alley Central America, translating i8@000
tons of carbonand other greenhouse gases every year that are not going into the atmosphere to cause glob
waming, thanks to our efforts. But there are still 3 billion people worldwide who cook all their meals and/or h
their homes with some form of biomass (fuel wood, charcoal, agricultural waste products, dung, etc.). Buildil
better stoves for cooking and heating is an issue that obviously needs more attention and ressiheces to sa
health of women and children from indoor air pollution and to combat the production of greenhouse gases ft
smoky stees

Community reforestationcan slow global warming because trees absgfto@Qhe atmosphere. TWP
and our partners in Central Americzelpganted more thah.4 million treesthat absorb and store thousands of
tons of carbon annually. Many of our trees are planted to be cut and tesembds$d prevent people from cut-
ting natve forests. However, our tree planting with community groups in protected areas, in community forest:
along stream and river banks, and in watersheds, do in fact storeveatberiomg term and would be good
candidates for carbon offset funding.

Thanks to our work, TWP is in a good position to obtain additional funding fovettrestoplant-
ing, and other renewable energy work. The support of our donors, including individualR diteeyy@liibs
private foundation§]S Environmental Protection Agencyand Climate Care has been critical to our efforts.
However, much more needs to be done.
TWP is starting a new section of our website that will help combat global warming by allowing people

offset their greenhouse gas production and slow climate change via directly fundregreer gmting, and
solar programs. Seaw.treesvaterpeople.orgfor more information.

Well keep you posted on our efforts. Your support is more crucial than ever to combat global warming
through our tree planting and renewable energy programs.

Your Donations Make a World of Difference.

Enclosed is my donation of:

[ ]ss00[ ] $250 [ ] s100[ | $50[ | Other

Name:

Address:

City/State/ZIP:

Mail your donations to:

Trees, Water & People Phone: Email:
633 Remington St.

Fort Collins, CO 80524

You can also donate online atww.treeswaterpeople.org
Your donation to TWP is 100% tax-deductible

|
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