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The debate about global warming is over. It’s happening. In the latest 
report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, eminent scien-
tists from around the world state clearly that we are already seeing the effects 
of  global warming, such as melting glaciers, more extreme weather—think 
Hurricane Katrina and other major hurricanes in Florida in 2004-2005—and 
rising sea levels. Now it’s time that “we the people” start talking seriously 
about what we can do to mitigate global warming.

For me the most telling signs of  global warming are found in Al Gore’s 
book and movie “An Inconvenient Truth,” with the dramatic images of  
glaciers melting away around the globe. These are the most disturbing and 
most convincing of  the many signs 
of  global warming.

At Trees, Water & People (TWP), 
we’ve been taking global warming 
seriously for years. Most of  our re-
newable energy programs are in fact 
combating global warming already. 
Our fuel-saving stoves, tree plant-
ing, and solar energy work all directly 
or indirectly reduce the amount of  
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases being released into the atmo-
sphere—gases that are major con-
tributors to global warming.

From our emissions research in Honduras, we know that both our 
fuel-saving Justa and EcoStoves emit 60% less greenhouse gases than tra-
ditional open-! re stoves, and lower the carbon monoxide and particulate 
matter in people’s homes by more than 80%. Our stoves are also saving 
families up to 70% on fuel wood, saving forests which can then continue 
to do their important work to remove carbon from the atmosphere.

Because of  these signi! cant reductions, Climate Care and the Ash-
den Trust selected TWP and the Honduran Association for Development 
(AHDESA) for the Ashden Award for Sustainable Energy and $58,000 
in carbon offset funding for our stove programs in Honduras for 2005-
2007. Now, Climate Care is also funding our partner in Nicaragua, PRO-
LEÑA, to build more stoves, help more families to a healthier life, and 
combat global climate change. 

Trees, Water & People improves people’s lives by helping communities protect, conserve, 
and manage the natural resources upon which their long-term well-being depends.
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Invite Trees, Water & People to your home and 
introduce us to your friends" In recent years, TWP 
has done presentations in Colorado, Ohio, Arizona, 
California and Virginia—and we’d love to come to 
your town. The information on our international, 
tribal and local programs is current and fascinating, 
and the fundraising is very low-key. We’re particu-
larly eager to visit Massachusetts (Boston area), New 
Mexico (Santa Fe) and Illinois (metro Chicago). Call 
me toll-free at 1-877-606-4897 or email marianne@
treeswaterpeople.org and let’s set a date. We look 
forward to hearing from you and seeing you soon. 
Many thanks" 

— Marianne

Invite TWP to Your Home!

www.replanttrees.org
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Allison Shaw joined Trees, Water & People in 
March as Assistant International Director. Allison 
earned her B.A. in Biology at Grinnell College and an 
M.S. in Ecology & Evolutionary Biology from Iowa 
State University. She then rounded out her academic 
interests in plant and forest conservation by joining 
the Agroforestry Program of  Peace Corps Guatemala. 
As a municipal agroforestry extension agent, she 
gave technical assistance to community tree nurseries, 
formed a committee to make community-based forest 
management decisions, provided local administration 
of  a governmental reforestation incentives project, and 
obtained a grant to sustainably produce Guatemala’s 
endangered ! r tree. After her tour in the Peace Corps, 

Allison moved to North Carolina, where she completed a preserve stewardship internship with The Na-
ture Conservancy and an ecological monitoring and data management internship with the National Park 
Service. She is thrilled to join Trees, Water & People to help vulnerable ecosystems and people in Central 
America, and TWP is excited to have her on board.

TWP Welcomes New Assistant  International Director

Thanks to funding from the Atkinson Foundation, the Fairfax Foundation, Plant-It 2020, the Allegro 
Coffee Company, and many private donors, we were recently able to start a second tree nursery in El Salvador.  

Our partner organization in El Salvador, Arboles y Agua para El Pueblo (translates as “Trees and Water for 
People,” by no small coincidence, and called Arboles for short) proposed the idea of  a local tree nursery to 
community members of  San Sebastian after witnessing their enthusiasm for planting trees. The community sup-
ported the idea and a local farmer offered his land for the tree nursery and his services as its manager. We also 
hired a forester to advise both nursery managers in technical matters. While beginning the new nursery was not 
without its challenges, in its ! rst year of  operation it surpassed the original nursery in production"  

Classes from two nearby schools have volunteered in the nursery. In exchange, Arboles taught them four 
units of  environmental education, a subject normally relegated to Earth Day or Arbor Day, if  addressed at 
all. Our staff  worked with another school and several community groups to plant trees in buffer strips along 
the banks of  the Tres Ceibas river and removed toxic pesticide containers dumped in the river and surrounding 
areas. These efforts helped safeguard the river’s water quality, an essential resource for the surrounding villages.

Peace Corps volunteers have brought our tree seedlings into other communities for local reforestation ef-
forts. Most notably, volunteer Megan Gregory of  the community El Amatón (near the Guatemalan border in 
Chalchuapa) is organizing a major reforestation project on the volcano El Chingo in collaboration with Arboles 
and the El Salvadoran Ministry of  the Environment. The deforestation of  the volcano has caused erosion, 
which last summer caused a landslide that narrowly missed the community. Reforestation and water in! ltration 
ditches planned by Megan and her neighbors should help prevent future landslides.

New Tree Nursery in El Salvador
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

continued on page 5

New Assistant International Dir ector Allison Shaw 
(left) with Heather Ames, EcoTour 2007 
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As reported in the Spring 2006 newsletter, our partner organi-
zation in Nicaragua, PROLEÑA, won the 2006 Ashden Continua-
tion Award (independent of  Trees, Water & People’s Ashden Award 
in 2005 for our similar work in Honduras) for mass-producing and 
commercializing the EcoFogón stove. The generous award, ! nanced 
by Climate Care, allowed PROLEÑA to move into a larger fac-
tory and a new of! ce. The award was also used to start a micro-loan 
project with FINCA of  Nicaragua so that poorer families can afford 
stoves. 

Sebastian Africano, a consultant working for our Honduran 
partner AHDESA, recently trained Sustainable Harvest Interna-
tional’s Nicaragua staff  how to build Justa stoves, as PROLEÑA 
focuses exclusively on mass-produced metal stoves. This will 

extend the availability of  improved stoves to more remote parts of  Nicaragua. Guilherme Monteiro do Prado of  
the ! rm Ambiental PV Ltda. is currently working with Sebastian to test the fuel wood savings and carbon dioxide 
emission reductions of  our stoves in Nicaragua and Honduras for Climate Care, one of  the sponsors of  the Ashden 
Award. In addition, medical students from the National Autonomous University of  Nicaragua were recently trained to 
begin a study quantifying our stoves’ ability to reduce women’s exposure to harmful indoor smoke.

Three Colorado State University engineering students at the Energy Conversion and Engines Lab have modi-
! ed one of  PROLEÑA’s stoves to generate electricity as the family cooks on it. Daniel Mastbergen and Sachin 
Joshi designed the prototype, and with assistance from Gabriel Miller will test it in homes in Nicaragua, Nepal, 
and India. Called the Luciérnaga (“! re' y”), it stores the stove’s energy during the day, allowing houses without elec-
tricity to have lights at night so that people can be productive after dark. The successful ! eld test of  the prototype 
brings hope to many Nicaraguans lacking electricity.  

Advances in Nicaragua Stove Project
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

TWP has recently established a partnership with Ananda Marga Universal Relief  Team (AMURT) in Haiti. 
Decades of  political and economic instability have forced the Haitian people to severely over-use their natural re-
sources to try to eke out a living. As a result, less than 2% of  Haiti’s once-lush tropical forest remains, and deserti! -
cation and dropping water tables are the tragic result. 

AMURT has turned to TWP for assistance incorporating forest-saving stoves into their project to reduce pressure 
on Haiti’s few remaining forests. Haitians traditionally cook with charcoal rather than the raw ! rewood popular in 
Central America. Therefore TWP sent Dr. Larry Winiarski of  the Aprovecho Research Center to Haiti in May 
2006 to adapt a clay version of  the Rocket stove to run on charcoal. 

Since then, AMURT has successfully trained several local community groups to use and promote the stoves. We 
are still in the process of  securing funds to purchase and transport stove materials to expand the original pilot proj-
ect. The communities involved so far like the stoves a lot, a good omen for project expansion. 

Stuart Conway, TWP’s International Director, plans to visit the project this summer to provide technical over-
sight and continue to build our relationship with AMURT. While there, Stuart will attend a conference of  the Haiti 

Working Group of  NGOs, sponsored by Alternative Gifts International (AGI). AGI is 
spearheading a group effort to reforest Haiti and has agreed to fund TWP’s stoves as part 
of  that effort.

Haiti Project Update
by Allison Shaw, Assistant International Director

A CSU student tests the Lucíernaga 
electricity generator prototype
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After assembling in Guatemala City for orientation sessions, 
members of  TWP’s February 2007 EcoTour left by van for Pinula, 
a community in Pueblo Nuevo Tiquisate, on Guatemala’s south coast. 
TWP has a thriving tree nursery there and has been building 
stoves for local families that burn far less wood and generate 
much less unhealthy smoke than their traditional counterparts.

During our Pinula visit, we tour members, with the expert 
guidance of  Sagrario Cardona and her colleagues, built three 
of  those stoves at the homes of  families that had requested 
them, and planted citrus saplings from the tree nursery in a 
nearby residence’s small ! eld. When mature, they should produce 
both fruit for that household and enough extra for them to sell.

As ! nancial supporters of  TWP, we never doubted that it does 
good things that are environmentally sound. But it was the 
! r st-hand look at how TWP uses their donor’s dollars that truly 
commanded our respect. The work stints, which were not really 
arduous, did something special for everyone who was on TWP’s 
February 2007 Guatemala EcoTour—it led us to understand how 
much the Guatemalans enlisted by TWP have achieved. We were 
truly inspired by actually teaming up, albeit brie' y, with some 
of  the community-minded people who are making those good 
things happen.

Then, too, there was Pinula’s wonderful hospitality, exempli! ed 
in particular by Catalina Gil, the mother of  Leonel Jarquín, 
TWP’s Guatemala Program Director. Using her fuel-ef! cient 
stove (it was Pinula’s ! rst), she and her friends from church pre-
pared several festive meals they and their neighbors shared with 
us, including one that featured Chicken Pepián, a delicious and typi-
cally Guatemalan dish.

From Pinula, it was on to memorable places elsewhere in Guatemala: San Lucas Tolimán, Santiago Atitlán, Antigua, 
and Tikal, famous both for its ancient Mayan structures and as a birdwatcher’s paradise. Who on TWP’s eleven-day 
2007 EcoTour could have asked for more? It would be hard to imagine a more inspiring and altogether satisfying trip.

Eco-Tour 2007: Guatemala
by Judy Randal

(El Salvador Tree Nursery, con't from page 3)  In other news, Armando Hernández, Director of  Arboles, 
recently demonstrated our healthy, forest-saving stoves to all incoming Peace Corps Rural Health & Sanitation 
Program volunteers. As a result, we were able to expand our stove project into four more communities. Our 
stove project is supported by the Rotary Clubs of  Palo Alto, California, and Ciudad Merliot, El Salvador, 
in addition to the foundations listed above. We greatly appreciate the economic collaboration of  our supporters 
and the on-the-ground collaboration of  Peace Corps Guatemala—teamwork allows us to accomplish great 
things in El Salvador"

TWP Board Secretary Laura Davis (L) and Eco-
Tour par ticipant Adele Dinsmore plant a tree

(L to R) Leonel Jarquín, Catalina Gil, and 
Sagrario Cardona
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We all know that Nature is a tremendously powerful force and that it 
can sometimes be incredibly ! erce and even deadly. On the Pine Ridge and 
Rosebud reservations in South Dakota, for instance, the winters are long 
and brutal and the north wind frigid and relentless. Together they have 
caused many weather-related deaths among Lakota families who often live 
in substandard homes and can’t afford to make them more energy ef! cient.

TWP’s Tri bal Lands Renewable Energy Program is based on a simple 
premise—working with nature and harnessing its energy to bring about a bal-
ance that improves living conditions while concurrently lowering outrageously 
high utility bills that often use up to 70% of  a Lakota family’s income.

Working closely with Lakota leaders, TWP has helped install more than 
140 supplemental solar heating systems for families at Pine Ridge. We have 
also planted “Energyscape” windbreak and shade trees for more than 160 
additional families. These simple but effective approaches ! t well with tra-
ditional Lakota beliefs and will provide more comfortable homes and utility 
bill savings for decades to come.

 Most of  this work has been done in partnership with our good friend 
Henry Red Cloud, who created one of  America’s ! rst 100% Native Amer-
ican owned renewable energy companies—Lakota Solar Enterprises (LSE). 
LSE has been developing and installing supplemental solar heating systems 
on the Pine Ridge reservation for several years now.

In a very exciting development last year, TWP and LSE were invited 
by the Rosebud Sioux Tribe to join their Clean Energy Education Partner-
ship (CEEP). Recently, as part of  CEEP, we installed four renewable energy 
applications on the home of  Rosie Little Thunder. This included planting 
a substantial windbreak and some shade trees, installing one of  our supple-
mental solar heating systems, and also installing a solar electric system and 
a wind turbine that is now producing electricity as well. This is drastically 
reducing electricity usage in the Little Thunder home and even allows the 
family to sell back the excess electricity that is generated during peak pro-
duction times.

Through this combination of  Earth (trees), Wind (turbine), and Fire 
(solar heat), we are showing how Native American families can live in better 
harmony with nature while improving their health and living conditions.

Our next goal is to expand the use of  these approaches to other tribes. 
Part of  that expansion will be in conjunction with Winona LaDuke and 
her national organization, Honor the Earth. Winona is an outstanding 
tribal leader and friend who is working to help tribal communities to be-
come more sustainable while maintaining their traditional cultural identity.

The Power of Earth, Wind & Fire
by Richard Fox, National Programs Director

If it's Spring, it Must Be Tree Time...

As we’re going to press, Tribal 
Lands Program Coordinator Don 
Alvarez is getting ready to lead an-
other intrepid band of  volunteers to 
the Pine Ridge reservation to plant 
windbreak and shade trees with our 
friends in the community of  Oglala. 
Last year we planted over 200 trees 
with families in Oglala and are look-
ing forward to seeing our old friends 
and making new ones as well. 

In early May we’ll be traveling 
to Rosebud for the ! nal phases of  
the Little Thunder renewable en-
ergy project. Look for a full report 
in our fall newsletter. 

Alison Mason, Narcisse Brave, and 
Henry Red Cloud install solar PV panel 

at Little Thunder home

Lawrence Moran installing electrical 
connections for the Little Thunder solar  

photovoltaic system
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The 7th Annual Riverboat the Rockies was a 
great success again this year and we raised more than 
$10,000 net pro! t for our new program, the Sun-
Mobile. Riverboat was March 31st and it was a great 
evening of  casino-style faux gambling, live and silent 
auctions, live music and great food. 

The SunMobile, which is the bene! ciary of  the 
Riverboat fundraiser, is TWP’s exciting new environ-
mental education program. Built on a 16-foot long 
trailer, it will demonstrate a variety of  real-life solar 
technologies in a hands-on fashion. The SunMobile 
will travel to area schools and local events and will use a 
specially-designed age-appropriate curriculum to teach 
local youth about renewable energy, speci! cally solar 
energy and energy ef! ciency. Stay tuned—we will be 
up and running by this fall" 

Thanks to Dan Bihn for the great photos"

Riverboat the Rockies Rocks the Town Again! 
by Elizabeth Mozer, Local Programs Director

The Field Guide to Sustainable Gifts is TWP’s catalog 
that provides an outlet to artisans in our program areas and 
gives our supporters and customers a chance to buy sustain-
able products that make a tangible difference to the people 
who make them. The catalog is available online, and can be 
also requested in paper form. We have seen dramatic growth 
and patronage since it was launched last November. Holiday 
sales were strong and as we continue to add new items from 
each of  our programs, sales are continuing to grow. 

This newsletter’s featured artisans are Los Cuchareros de 
San Lucas Tolimán. These skilled Guatemalan woodworkers 
make spoons and other kitchen utensils out of  the wood 
pruned from coffee and gravilea trees grown in their area. 
The gravilea trees are the species used to shade the coffee. 
We currently carry mixing spoons in small, medium and 
large, a beautiful ergonomic spoon, a simple cake server, a 
salad serving set, the petite sugar spoon and now the fun 
duck-headed ladles. We hope you will ! nd these pieces as 
delightful as we do, and will help us to support Los Cuchareros 
in their sustainable artistry. 

Sustainable Gifts Catalog Continues to Grow
by Elizabeth Mozer, Local Programs Director

www.treeswaterpeople.org/catalog

International 
Director Stuart 
Conway enjoys 
some roulette 

at Riverboat the 
Rockies

Our wonderful 
volunteers always 
make Riverboat a 

success!

Clockwise from upper 
left: cake servers, 
mixing spoons, 

ergonomic spoons, 
ladles
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G IVING TO THE  F UTURE

Your Donations Make a World of Difference.

Enclosed is my donation of:

                       $500        $250         $100        $50          Other

Name: ___________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: _____________________________________

Phone: ______________ Email: ________________________

You can also donate online at www.treeswaterpeople.org
Your donation to TWP is 100% tax-deductible

Mail your donations to:
Trees, Water & People

633 Remington St.
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Each improved stove saves 1.5 tons of  carbon per year compared to the smoky traditional stoves most 
people in Central America still use to cook their meals. Over ! ve years, the minimum life of  our Justa stove, each 
stove saves 7.5 tons of  carbon from building up in the atmosphere. On average, a citizen of  the United States or 
Canada is responsible for emitting 5-10 tons of  carbon per year. Just driving your car 10,000 miles emits 3 tons of  
carbon per year if  it gets 36 mpg—more carbon if  you drive a bigger or less fuel-ef! cient car. So, by funding three 
of  our stoves at $75 each ($225 per year), you can offset most of  your annual carbon emissions. 
 We now have 20,000 improved stoves operating in homes all over Central America, translating into 30,000 
tons of  carbon and other greenhouse gases every year that are not going into the atmosphere to cause global 
warming, thanks to our efforts. But there are still 3 billion people worldwide who cook all their meals and/or heat 
their homes with some form of  biomass (fuel wood, charcoal, agricultural waste products, dung, etc.). Building 
better stoves for cooking and heating is an issue that obviously needs more attention and resources to save the 
health of  women and children from indoor air pollution and to combat the production of  greenhouse gases from 
smoky stoves. 
 Community reforestation can slow global warming because trees absorb CO2 from the atmosphere. TWP 
and our partners in Central America have planted more than 1.4 million trees that absorb and store thousands of  
tons of  carbon annually. Many of  our trees are planted to be cut and used as ! rewood to prevent people from cut-
ting native forests. However, our tree planting with community groups in protected areas, in community forests, 
along stream and river banks, and in watersheds, do in fact store carbon over the long term and would be good 
candidates for carbon offset funding. 

 Thanks to our work, TWP is in a good position to obtain additional funding for our stove, tree plant-
ing, and other renewable energy work. The support of  our donors, including individuals like you, Rotary Clubs, 
private foundations, US Environmental Protection Agency, and Climate Care has been critical to our efforts. 
However, much more needs to be done. 

 TWP is starting a new section of  our website that will help combat global warming by allowing people to 
offset their greenhouse gas production and slow climate change via directly funding our stove, tree planting, and 
solar programs. See www.treeswaterpeople.org for more information.

We’ll keep you posted on our efforts. Your support is more crucial than ever to combat global warming 
through our tree planting and renewable energy programs.

TWP Combats Global Warmingcontinued from page 1


